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Mican: VIE. 2. 


The good man us periſhed out of the earth, 


and there is none upright among men : they 


all lie in wait for blood; they bunt every: 


man bis neighbour with 4.net. 


>» 


2M2s Heſe words are- the- cauſe of the 
words ( Wo .s. me )*may fignify 


vr diſcontent againſt the Government, diſappoinc- 


aents, peeviſhneſs,. or contradiction, but-from-a - 
rious and fad. conſideration of the ſcarcity of / 
0 | A 4 , | men . 


Houſe of Commons, 


& Prophet's ſorrow, expreſt ver. x: 
» ſo deep a..concern it was, that the- 


; y I© Py 4h þ 
- IN SS not,only mourning, but howling ; : 
which did not ariſe from a melancholy temper, 
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men truly good : So rare they were in the Land of 
Paleſtine, as not to be found in Cluſters, in nume- 
rous Families, and large Societies, but in thin and 
hungry Gleaniogs afcerthe Vintage was over,v.1. 
When the Prophet hadtaken an impartial view of 
the ſeveral Ranks and Orders in the Jewiſh Na- 
tion, the Princes, Prieſts and People, 'good men, 
were reckon'd up; not like the muſfters in St. John 
of the Tribe of Judah twelve thouſand, or filver 
in the days of Solomon, bur as hard to be found as 
the mouths of Nile, or Jewels among dirt and 
rubbiſh. Notwithſtanding the Law and Temple, 
which they profeſt and admir'd, the mighty won- 
ders that were done of old, and they beliey'd, 
the peculiar care and tenderneſs of Divine Provi- 
dence over the . Jewiſh Nation ; ſaith God, I haye 
carried them upon Eagles wings ; Signal Judgments 
upon men of Vice, the Admonitions and Alarms 
of the Prophets, and other kind methods invitin 
ro Goodnels and trueReligion, yet they were G 
degenerate and vicious, that when the Prophet | 
came to ſearch for the fruits of Religion, and find 7 
a number of good men, he makes this ſad return, : 
The good man i periſhed out of the earth, and there 
is none upright among men ; they all lie in wait for 
blood, 8&c. Such a paſſion as this for the want” of 
good men, became the Prophetin all capacities;as 
a Man, as a Subje&t, and as a Prophet, As a Man, 
/ whole 
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whoſe eſſence is as much to be good and religious, 
as 'tis to be rational ; | and therefore could not bur 
be concern'd, toſee a Nation of men ſo ſtrangely 
chang'd and degenerated by Vice and Luxury in- 
tro Brutes, .that nothing was left of the Image of 
God and Manhood, befide ſhape and laughter. 
As a Subject, well foreſeeing, and with grief con- 
{idering, what miſery would ſuddenly betide the 
Nation, for want of Goodneſs and Religion. As 
a Prophet, that notwithſtanding the Meſlages he 
brought from God, and. the clear Preditions he 
madethem, what ſad Events in a ſhort time would 


_ happento them, for want of Goodneſs and Repen- 


tance, yet they ſlighted. his Errand, and. were ſtur- 
dy and reſolute in their Vices. 

lam afraid we have too great reaſon.from the 
conſideration: of this day, = the Prophet's Sor- 
row and Exclamation, When a truly good and. 
moſt excellent Prince fell by the bloody hands of 
his Rebellious Subje&s, and with him our Laws 
and- Liberties, our Apoſtolical Church, and An- 
cient Government, and.great was the fall thereof; 


I to the Grief of our Friends, the Joy of our Ene- 


mies, and the Scandal of Religion” A Murder. it 
was-of the deepeſt Die, committed upon a moſt: 
tender Father, by Sons making high Pretences to- 
the Spirit. of God, Zeal for Chriſtianity, the Pub- 
lick Good, to Purity and. Reformation array'd - 

the 
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the fineſt Dreſs and Colours, yet deeply ſtain by 
this foul Action, to the Triumph of Rome, the 
Laughter of the Atheiſt, the Sport of the Vicious 
and Lewd, but to the Sorrow of all Loyal-and 
"Good Subjects, all Honeſt and Sincere Chriſtians; 
' To ſpend time in magnifying the Virtues and Suf- 
ferings of our Martyr'd Sovereign, which wereſo 
bright, and known fo well, outſhining the Jewels 
of his Crown, would be groſs Impertinency-to 
this great Auditory ; they ſpeak aloudiike 4bel's 
-blood, though their great Maſter is dead, nor for 
Vengeance, but Imitation. I ſhall therefore only 
touch upon them, as they fall- in with the, end and 
intention of theſe words, The good man is periſhed ont 
of the earth; and my following Diſcourle 'upon 
them very ſuitable, | hope, to the Devotion of 
this day, which I ſhall purſue by this merhod. 

(1.) Lerns confider wherein the goodneſs of 
this good man, the Prophet mentions, did expreſs 
1t ſelf. - 44, 8d; 
(2.) What prevail'd or grew up ia the Propher's 
time, im the place of true Religion and Goodnefs. 

(3-) What particular Conſiderations may moye 
us to bewail che want of true Goodneſs, - - - 

Ic could be wifh'd that this dearth of Goodneſs 
had been only under the Jewiſh Religion, andipe- 
culiar only to the Land of Paleſtine ; but the Chri- 
ftian Charth, as well as the Prophet, may juſtly 

FEE OM bewail 


the Honſe of Commons, v>c. 


bewail her barren Chriftians, and the ſcarcity of 
Men truly good, notwirhſtanding her Laws fo Ex 
cellent, fo Divine. We all affirm indeed, Fhar our 
Religion by the hand of Jefits came from God, 
bur our Converlation ſaith, *tis only a new device 
and faſhion to wear abroxd;and throw off at home. 
With great folemnity of Words and Looks we re- 
peat-our Creeds ; with confidence and a keen Pa(- 
fion we break the Commands. We pray and com- 
municate with Sighs and Appearances, ' befitting 
che ſtriteſt Penirent, and the greateſt Saint; yer 
our Lives fay, our Prayers are but formal Orati- 
ons unto God, and the Table of the Lord is com- 
mon. We'flame with Zeal for Religion, . but our 
1c& puts out the Fire, 'and in the boctom of 
the Aſhes lie Revenge and Intereſt, Fa&tion and 
a Parry,” which with'a lietle breath blowing off 
the diſguize, appear in-their natural Colours. We 
call our felves'Szints and Ele&, but where's the Pa- 
tience, the Temper, and the Spirit of them * We 
follow Jeſus and wear his Livery, but underneath 
is the Paſlion of a Fndas, and the fond and carnal 
ExpeRation of a Jew; and is this the Coat of thy 
Son Joſeph/? Some there were, whomutther'd their 
Sovercign, - yet talke load, and diſputed warmly, 
and caſt themſelves into Sides and Diviſions, and 
all muſt be: ſer ar Stake for the Canſe of God, by 
whicl/they drive on their*barbarous Deſign ; bat 
B yet 
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yet Lam afraid,and could wiſh the Fear was idlegfor 
the ſake of Chriſtianity. What was the black Charge 
of Pagan Corinth, may in the greateſt part be laid 
pole; them, who were adulterers, effemmate, thieves, 
coverous, revilers, extortioners, 1 Cor.6-9,10,11-And 
I wiſh I could ſay ſuch were only ſome of 'them, 
but they are waſhed, but they are ſan#tified; but the lame 
Vices, or others, in ſo many ſtill-do.live and thrive, 
maintaining theirold lewd Principles, as:tho they 
endeayour'd to fulfal the Prophecy, telling us whar 
ſhould betide Chriſtianity in the latter days, That 
men ſhould be lovers of themſelves,proud, boaſters,traytors, 
unthankful, falſe actuſers, and aſtrange rabble of ftn- 
ners are reckon'd up, having the form-of- godlineſs, but 
denying the power of it, 2 Tim. 3. 233, 4+ but what 
availethall that. form, ſo long as Mordecarhe Jew 
lives? what ſignifies a good Religion ina bad Man's 
breaft 2 But Iam nor here; beſute, to libel Chriſti- 
anity,. or any of its' Diſciples; who aretruly Peni- 
. tent z. tis a. great part of that Religion to be Cha- 
ritable, and cover Errors../ But thus nuch Imay 
venture toſay., let our Religion be never ſo Primi- 
tive and Apoſtolical, let.it be Engliſh or Italian, Re- 
form'd or: Popiſlr, except it makes us. really 
good, 'tis but wrangling Hypocrily-and. Noiſe., 
| not being ſerviceable to the. great Deſign, the (a- 
ving of our Souls. That we may not therefore again: 
be deceivd- by. Names and. Pretences, twill be 


prudent 


the. Houſe of Cammons; e>c. 
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prudentto conſider, whegein true Goodneſs doth 
conlilt ;- and omicting other particulars, I ſhall in- 
ſit. upon only theſe four, for which our Martyr was 
very 'Eminent, and the Authors; of this Murder 
were {o notorioully guilty, of che.contrary Vices. 


(1.) True Goodnets doth expreſs it ſelf in plain-: 


neſs and fincerity in. all our reſpeQive. Dealings 
with Men. When the Primicive Chriſtian did ad- 
viſe, or treat, anſwer or determine, he did it with 
uprightnels or ſimplicity, | being mindful of his 
Maſter's command, bidding him'be as gentle and 


hatmleſs as a Dove, -and allowed him the pru-- 


dence, 'but not. the falſe and ſpeckled Skin of the 
Serpent to coaceal his Sting and Poyſon. But the 
Modern Chriſtian leaving his King and Maſter's 
Highway of Truth and Plaianeſs, and leaping 
common Bounds of Truth and Juſtice, by wind- 
ings, and turnings, and indirect Courſes, thinks to 
arrive at his Journeys end. .  Ask him counſel, he 
dire&ts.to your. T'emperand Inclination to ſcratch 
and: pleaſe; and cells you your Houle is ſtrong, 
when 'tis onFire about yourears. If youdeal and 
contradt with him, [plain Seaſe is wrackt, - words 
are perverted , and Shrugs, Looks, Silence; Po- 
Rures and Signs, muſt all carry/on his Intriegue and 
End ; and Lying, and Hypocriſy, Equivocation, 
and Reſerves,and perjuryat a pinch, mult be ſan&ti- 
fied co che ſame; purpole,and/youtreat with anAp- 

: 5 = parition 
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parition, onethat is not what he ſeems to appear ; 
Falſhood he calls Prudence, Treachery is good 
management, his-own Contrivance is Diſcovery, 
and Trains and Schemes of Tricks and Frauds are 
good: Foreſight and excelleat Judgment ; ' this is 
to liein wair, to hunt, ſpread ners with all ſly Arts 
of deceit and fraud, to catch the imple and plain. 
And had its Apoſtles and early Chriſtians, either 
in their civil Converſation, or in their Propaga- 
tion of their Religion been infincere and falle, it 
had been  confin'd to a' narrower compals than 
now itis, and they whipt for Yaprants, and marke 
for Cheats and Impoſtors, Suek are but thelictle' 
Spirits, and low Souls, who wanting ſolid Fudg- 
ment, andrrue Prudence, which are generons and 
brave, fly to Tricks and Falſhood like other ſmall 
Animals, becauſe weak, Nature hath ſipply'd with 
craft. As tho God had ſo order'd all Humane 
Afﬀairs, that our juſt Intereſts conld not be carried 
on by the Rules of Honeſty, Plainneſs, and Up- 

rightneſs, except we call in Deceit and Fraud to 
our allſtance. -/Tis only fit for a bad Cauſe to be 
managed by ſuitable methods, which as often 
mils the deſired end as attain it, it being'as eaſy 
to: diſcoyer and countermine,' as to contrive the 
Deſign, which often concludes in Scorn and Dif- 
appointment, all not being Fools, as the man of 
Fricks tacends they ſhould be. This Temper is 


moſt 


” 6 
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moſt deſtructive to the eaſe and quier of Humane 
Societies, Which will always be in fits of. Jealou- 
fies and Suſpicions, 'having been ſo often trick'd, 
they are afraid they embrace a ſhadow, or anchor 
upon Quicklands; and whereas betore they were 
credulous and beliey'd everything, they now be- 
lieve nothing ; Words bave loſt their uſe, Oaths 
are made common Air; we know not when our 
buſinek is at an end; Niceties are-infinite, there 
are. ſtill ſome {ly Quirks, Fetches, and Diſtiacti- 
ons behind, which melt the Glew and. Cemenc of 
Converſation, and the ſacred Bonds of Friend- 
ſbip. Frauds and Flatceries ſpring from fear-and 
a (ervile temper, and many times end inglorioully. 
The Punick Faith is more.a Brand, than Valour, 
the Renown of that Ancient Nation. And poor 

egulus's Honeſty carries mare Fame with ic than 


C/or's Conſulſhip. And many times the Doom. 


of an Achitophbel, and Herod that Fox , and other 
Men of tricks, hath been very ſevere. Like Boniface 
the 8th,who came in like a Fox, rul'd like a Lyon, 
and dy'd like a Dog. Yer, notwithſtanding all 
this, fince -our Martyr is periſhed, may. we nor 
juſtly complain, ie becoming this moiraful Day, 


thac Faith -and Truck are departed from Men 2- 


May we not ſuſpect when our great Maſter comes 
again, whether, in this ſenſe, .he will find Faich 
and Uprightneſs on Earth ? I with Kipg Dawd's 


times 
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times be nor our- own,” if they be, Þ am ſure we 
. ought to ule his Prayer, Plal. 12. 1, 2. Rlp, Lord, 
for the. 500d man ceaſeth ; and the faithful fail from among 
the children of men. 

(2.) Goodnels expreſſeth it ſelf-in: the exerciſe 
of good Nature, and Chartable Allowances for 
rhe Errors of others. Such is the State-and Condi- 
tion of the Chriſtian World, that her publick So- 
. eieties and private Perſons, her Saints in ſome de: 
gree as well as common Mortils,. may be guilty 
ſometimes of a wilfkul Offence, often of Frailties, 
'Errors, Surprizes, and Mifcarriages. The good 
Man, like his gentle Maſter, knowing the ſad Cir- 
cumſtances of Humane Life; our Mold, Frame; 
ad Company, tometimesconceals,always-judgss 
candidly, interprets fairly, and by ſoft and eaſy 
Methods endeavours a cure. The Man of cen- 
ſure, of greater Vices, -and more ill Nature, ſpreads 
and inflames, wreſts and aggravates, and pours in 
Vinegar-inſtead of Oyl to make the Wound eaſily 
curable, deſperate and mortal,and advances himſelf 
4ipon the dead Body. Such Men do not heartily 
mourn for the want of Virtue and Religion, bur are 
inwardly pleaſed thatthere are miſtakes and errors 
in the World, which afford them the pleaſure of 
Murmuring and Complaining ; and like Belzebub, 
char Prince of Flies, delight in, and feaſts upon 
Wounds and Sores; and are made ſeryiceable to 
their 


tbe: Houle of. Commons, '&c. 


their Hypocriſy,:and Steps ro theie- Iatereſt and 
Ambition, Diſorders and} Abuſes which might 
have been redrelt by gentle Treatments and mo» 
derate Proſecutions, turn into Confuſton-and Ruin 
by utmoſt Rigors-and Severities; which makes 
Men deſperate, and that makes .them-:foxrmida- 
ble, and {omerimes prevailing ; as tho Juſtice and 
Peace, \Lxvrs and Liberties, might not be-fecur'd 
but by Excremity and Cruelty. The good /Maty 
knows: how to Teform:, but: not: to» extirpate ; . 
to pardon Crimes that are, paſt, -yet-;to., preveny 
them wn time to: come; \ who'is juſt 'in the uſe: of 
Law-and Right, but not: ſevere: and-vexatious; | 
aud like that God-above, who by Mercy and-Re- 
prieves pteferves the Reputation ofthis Juſtice;and 
governs the ſturdy World ag well as- by-utterx. De- 
{ryQtions and Executions;! Andiwhen Men are ſti- 
led:;Juſt in Holy Writ, as Neahz: and- Joſeph, Corna” 
ls, and Chriſt himſelf; | their-Jiuſtice didmov con= 
ſt only ia doing no-wrong, and in keeping cloſe 
ro-the Law; bur in;Abatement:and-Remiſiion ob 
Rights and Liberties; in Govdnels,:Chanity,, Cle» 


mency;. and Humanity. And-as they-were ready 


ro.cover and -pardont faults, 10-neyer, quick .and- 
paſlionate ro-upbraid;;, and therefore; we-never, 
read; when-the milunderſtanding wasbetweemthe - 
two Saints, Prter and Pani, that the one reminded- 
the.other of. his. former Periecution.of the Char@d;.. 

| _—_ 
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or St. Paul upbraided St. Peter.of his denying of 
his Maſter ;' or either of them Mary Magdalen with 
her former Unchaſtity; 'ewas ſufficient ro chem 
their Repentance was fincere. Bur the Authors 
of this Bloody- Day would give no allowance for 
the few and ſmall Errors in their Prince,in the bard 
Circumſtances of his Life and Governmenr, but 
like that accurſed Cain, took pleaſure to difcoyet 
the Nakedneſs of a moſt reader Father of this 
Country, yet granted large Parents co themfebves 
to Sin ſecutely by, and made his: Conceffions for 
Peace ſake, 'Confefſionsof his Miſtakes, and thoſe 
they made unpardonable. Men that prerend 
moſt to Perfeftion and Infallibility, are many 
times guilty of as groſs Miſtakes and Follies as 
others, and evermore ill-natur'd, as great a faulr 
as any, The good! Man makes/cthe beſt Ruler, 
Subje&t, Neighbour, and Friend, and hath moſt 
of the Spirit of God, and the Temper of Jeſus in 
him. :And-if all the World was wanting of this 
Goodneſs, the Earth would be but Confuſion and 
a Slaughter-houſe. \ Such are the Errors 'of all 
Mankind, neceflarily calling for Favour and' Cha- 
rity ; yet notwithſtanding the eaſe of Mankind 
depends on'this good Temper, and 'tis a principal 
Branch-of our Religion: Theconcern of the Pro- 

phet may be juſtly our own, That the righteous pe» 
riſheth, and no man layeth it to heart, and-merciful men 
are 
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are taken away ; 'ewas then a Calamity, Iſa. 57. 1. 
and the Language of the P/almiſt may fir the Chri- 
ſtian, There is none that doeth good, no, not one; bur 
adding to the heap of common Sins, and then ex- 
claiming againſt chem. | 

(3-) 1he good Man isof a Spirit truly publick, 
whoſe happineſs is not only to hug himſelf, and 
to be well at home ; but his Care and Aﬀection 
looks abroad; and his King and Country, his Re- 
latives and Neighbours, are his common concern, 
who being plac'd in thoſe Communities and Bo- 
dies, like a compaſſionate Member, is ſick when 
the Head doth ache ; is expoſed to danger, when 
ic isupſecure ; who mourns and is poor ; who is 
weak and caſt down, when his common Parent 
or Fellow-being is diſtreſt and languitherh ; who 
is diligent and active to preſerve the Fame.ro allay 
the Fears, to prevent the Dangers of a Kingdom, 
to reconcile Diviſions and Parties in ic, making 
ics Greatneſs and Safety his own : Ceſar and'his 
Fortunes embark'd together in one common Bot- 
tom. This is not only the good Man's Intereſt and 
Safety, and therefore is as prudent as he is good, 
but 'tis his Fame and Reputation to be brave and 
generous ; for this gave the Characters of Renown 
and Greatneſs to the Men of Ancient Times, who 


eaſily ſacrificed , their Plealures and Fortunes. 


when they came in Competition with the Publick 
| Good; 
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Good ; who had none of thoſe ſtingy and mean 
Principles, to rurn Church and State into a Flame 
ro warm their Hands, or gratify Revenge; who 
had none of thoſe low and little Spirits, only to 
weather the Storm for their own Lives, and chat 
| Peace might be only in their days, tho their eaſe 
f and ſoftneſs (like great Calms portending Storms 
and Thunder) brought heavier Calamities upon 
Poſfterity, and the Entail was not to be cur off. 
They did not think the World, and all its gocd 
things were created folely upon their account, and 
were to centre in their little ſelves, or that 
they and the World were to dye together. Let 
the Wind blow, and let the Ship of Government 
ſtrike upon a Rock, yet they have provideda pri- 
| vate Plank to ſwim to Shore. Eſther 's Beauty\will 
f keep her fafe in Abaſuerus's Court, and ſhe need nor 
| put her ſelf upon that hazard for the ſake of her 
'F Nation, if Iperiſh, 1 periſh ; nor idlely wiſh ſhe 
- had been born in fome other Age, when ſhe could 
have been more fecurely kind unto her Country; 
bur probably thought ſhe was born for ſuch a time 
as thiss And Damel might have thouphr that his 
Gift of unfolding Dreams and Vifions, might 
have made him great and fafe,and he need not run 
the venture for his Religion, of the Lyon's Den. 
Theſe men fcorn'd Eaſe and Danger, Intereſt and 
Pleaſure,to ſerve their Generation, and King, and 
Country, 


, 
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Country,Laws andReligion, withourmaking them 
terms of Diviſion and Peeviſhneſs, were Father 


' and Mother, Siſter and Brother, and their dear 


Selves too. Theſe things indeed are written for our 
Example, upon whom the ends of the World are 
come; butalas, the Apoſtle tells us, Men ſhould 
then be lovers of themſelves. There are not now ſo 
many Jehu's left, Come, ſee my zeal for the Lord of 
Hoſts ; except we call Pride and Ambition rwo 
mighty Virtues. And where is the Lot now,that is 
vext with the unclean Converſation of the wick- 
ed? The P/almiſt is long fince dead, and feweyes 
like his guſh out with tears, becauſe men keep not bis 
Laws. Dilobedience to them, and Viee, being 
counted only natural Freedoms and lawful Liber- 
ties. Poor Hriah is lain, and will not riſe again 
in this Age ; the Ark, and Iſrael, arid Judah, abide 
in Tents, and ſhall I go down to my Houle to 
eat and drink? And 'tis the Scandal of Religion, . 
that having {o good a Maſter, who went about 
doing good, and made the benefit of Mankind, 
who fo little deſerv'd it, his proper Buſineſs; 
that there ſhould be ſo many Workers of Iniqui- 
ty found among his Diſciples. Had this narrow 


Principle governd our Martyr, he had reign'd 


longer,. and gone later to Heayen; or had ic pre- 

vail'd in our Forefathers, who planted atid toil'd 

for their Poſtetiry, Hoſpitals and Publick Build- 
C 


2 ings, 
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ings, Arts and uſeful Employment, had been as 
rare as good Men ; and the preſent Age would 
have had leſs Plenty and more Labour, and ex- 
pos'd like the Oftrich's Egg ;. and inſtead of Sta- 
tuesand Monuments erected to them, they would | 
have had Anger and Reproach, and all Generati- 
ons ſhould have call'd them Evil. 

(4.) The good Man takes up Religion only to 
| ſerve a ſpiritual Purpoſe. He looks into the other 
World, and firmly concludes, doubtleſs there is 
a God, doubtleſs there is a Reward for the Righ- 
reous ; he refle&ts upon himſelf in this,and finds,he 
is not yet ficted and pre-qualify'd for that Divine 
State ; he therefore enters into Religion to ſerve 
theſe two mighty ends; every day to confirm 
his Faith about the Being of God, the Immortality 
of the Soul, the day of Account and Retribution, 
to believe whatever Chriſt hath promis'd or dif- 
cover'd; and certainly thinks theſe things in Reli- 
gion are very true. This Perſuaſion makes him de- 
pending upon, and reſign to God ; quiets his Acti- 
ons, expels his Fears, ſupports his Hopes, makes 
him more humble and charicable, juſt and true; 
keeps him in a continual Senle and Reverence of 
God, and in univerſal Love with all Mankind. 
This is truly a good Man, whoſe Religion is 
pure-and undefild, and carries a reſpe&t only to 
another World, All other Religion without this 

good 
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good Purpoſe, is only Faſhion or Faction, Hy- 
pocrily and Formalicy , Superſtition or Intereſt, 
whereby he honours and ſerves only himſelf, but 
diſgraces his God. Such Men have made Reli- 
gion, this or that, ſo various, that you may as welF * 
define the thing that Men call Wir, as what Re+« 
ligion means. Sometimes 'tis Temper, change+ 
able by Weather and Company ; ſometimes 'tis 
Diſcontent ariſing from Diſappointment of one 
Party, and now the Man is re{olv'd to ftrike in 
with another; ſometimes 'tis Deſign; and Creed, 
Sacraments, and Prayers, are good Engins and 
Trains to gain it. As tho the Son of God came with 
all the-greatneſs of his Miracles, and ſuffer'd all 
thoſe Sorrows and Indignities upon Earth, only 
to ſet-up a new Model of Government, to erect. 
ſome new Schemes of Trade; and the great Con-+ 
tention ſhould be , whether the Monopoly of it 
ſhould be at Rome; or elſewhere; and in the 
modern Phraſe, a rich and a thriving Man ſhould 
be call'd a good Man. For Religion without real 
Goodneſs, is Scene and Pageantry, Noiſe and Hu-+ 
mour, and any thing but what it pretends to be. 
Without plain Obedience to the Laws of God and 
Reformation of Manners, Religion is but Flar- 


 tery and: Bribes for Divine Juſtice. To-lcem to 


be Religious, and not to bridle our Tongues ; to 
pretend to Faith , and ſhew no. good Works; 
ro 
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co boaſt of the Spirit of Chriſt, without his Tem- 
per, the Love of God, without Duty and Submil- 
fion ; and to be a Chriſtian, and yer without Vir- 
rue, is a Contradiftion, and in effe& is to be 
called Good without Goodneſs; or Chriſtians 
without Chriſtianity. For if you look to the Laws 


and Deſign of Chriſt, his Example and Miracles 
in Confirmation of it, the whole Conſtitution and 
Frame of his Religion, you will find it only this,to 
make Men better here, and to [ave them hereafter; 
and fo eſſential to Chriſtianicy, that you may as 
ſoon call a Man, a Man, without Spirit or Soul ; of 
the Hypocrites Trumpet, a Victory, as men Reli- 
gious without Honeſty and Goodnels ; and Pray- 
ers and Sacraments, Temples and Altars, and all 
the Externals of Religion, Miniſter unto that 
great Deſign ; and the diſcovery of Chriſt, call'd 
our Creeds, are not to tell us fine Notions and 
Curioſities about God and that other State, but 
to influence our, Lives, and give us good Hopes 
of Heaven. Here our Religion Centers, and 
this alone will do us good. To hear Men talk 
loudly, and diſpute angerly about Religion, and 
yet want Goodneſs, is equal to the folly of quar- 
relling about the Poſſeſſions of the Moon; they 
worſhip, and are warm about «they know not 
what; ſomething that will not belong to them j 
to hgh for chat which they intend never to uſe; 

that 
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that is to ſay, to corre their Follies and Lewd- 
nels; 'tis to expoſe their Quiet and Lives for Rie- 
dles, and the unknown Land. And without this 
greatend, Men may as well lay afide the Profel- 
ſion of it, and give themſelves, and the World: 
leſs Trouble, and there would be leſs Cenſures- 
and Rigors in the World. For let us deal im- 
partially with our ſelves, and others, Who were 
the Caules of this Bloody Fact, and yet moſt un- 
juſtly charg'd Popery upon our Martyr ; Whoſe: 
is the beſt Religion 2 his, who fercherh a Diſpen- 

fation for his Vice from Rome * Or his, who gives 
himſelf a Licenſe to Sin 2 His, who condemns 
the Half Communion ? Or he that never receives. 
atall, except it be for an Office or a Vote, His, 
who believes the Pains of Purgatory ?- Or his, 

who laughs at thar Do&trine, yet lives as tho- 
there was neither Purgatory nor Hell, bur paint- 
ed Fires in both. The Conftltory.is not more Holy 
than the Conclave, if the ſame Vices be in both; 
there is little difference between him that ſhall. 
take away one of the commands, and him thar- 
ſhall conſtantly. break another. The Dodtrines 

of the Church of Rome naturally lead to Vice, 
the worſt Religion in the Chriſtian World, be- 

caule they do fo ; and the Conſtitution of our own- 
dire&tly leads to Virtue, one of the beſt Notes to» 
know the beſt Church by. Yet if our Lives be- 
equally. 
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equally wicked, *tis no great matter who is in 
the pureſt Church, *Tis fic that the beſt conſti- 
tuted Church in the whole World, ſuch is this of 
the Church of Fnyland, ſhould have the beſt Men 
in it; and all its Members may be ſo if they pleaſe, 
and ſeek for no other, but gracing it with works 
of Goodneſs and Diſcipline, are themſelves an 
honeſt and upright Converſation. This is the 
good Man we want {o much, this is the 1/raelite in- 
deed, in whom is no guile. This is a true Diſciple 
of Chriſt, and ſuch that are ſo minded, there will 
be Peace upon them, and the whole {rael of 
God, 

(2.) What grew up and prevyail'd in the Pro- 
pher's time, in the place of true Religion or 
Goodnels. : 

(1.) Superſticion and falle Religion, which na- 


turally produces trouble and diſquiet in all Go-- 


vernments. Worthy Conceptions of God and 
Chriſt, and Obedience to his plain Laws, are ſo 
far from claſhing wich Authority, that they give 
it greater ſtrength and value; Obedience in luch 
a Religion being a mighty Duty. Bur Superſtiti- 
on, which entertains ſuch courſe Notions of God, 
makthg him Falſe and Cruel, Peeviſh and Hu- 
mourlſome, Sowre and Uncertain ; makes its Diſ- 
ciples of the ſame Temper, thinking it excellenc 
Religion to imitate ſuch a Gqd, which mult he- 

e cellarily 
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ceſſarily diſturb Societies, and be troubleſome to 
all Mankind. What ſtrange Subjes, Neigbours, 
- and Friends muſt thoſe be, who are always ſullen 
and melancholy, fearful and diſcontented; theſe 
cannot but weaken and allay the pleaſure and 
ſafery of - Neighbourhoods and Communities ? 
Let us draw the black Catalogue of all the Cru- 
elties and Butcheries, Confuſtons and Ruins, 
that have betided the World, and you ſhall find” 
moſt of them owing their Original ro Superſti- 
tion or falſe Religion; it being the nature of theſe 
two, to call Humour and Fleſh, Intereſt or 
Faſhion, Deſign or Education, Cloudy-days and 
Ambition, and the like, the working of the,Spi- 
ric, the Church of God, Decrees of Heaven, Chri- 
ſtian Liberty , Fundamentals of Religion, and 
Conditions of Salvation. And if they rk theſe 
to be oppos'd and totter, Violence and Fraud, 
Blood and Diſorder, muſt all club together for 
their Support and Reputation. Superſtition and 
blind Zeal, like Aneas with his Father and his 
falſe gods upon his Back; and Sampſon with his 
Eyes put out, will paſs through Flames, and 
pull the Government about their Ears, and 
make a Common Grave for themſelves and Ene- 
mies. . And all the dear Relations of Prince and 
Subje&s, Friends and Allies, (which tye Man- 
kind together) have been ſnapr in ſunder, when 

D Superſtition 
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Superſtition hath been in its raving fits and freaks; wit- 
neſs the Valley of Hinnom, the Romiſh Maſſacres, and 


this mournful Day. The Prophet had reaſon to cry out, - 


Wo is me, when he ſaw Religion dwindle into Superſti- 
tion, and no real Goodneſs-left. He could not but fore- 


ſee how this would affect the civil Part of Jeruſalem; and Y 


when the Temple was made a den of Thieves inſtead of 
Iſraelites indeed, thgre would be violence and com- 
plaining in the Street ; ſo neceſſary a Connexion there is 
between Peace and true Religion, and Diſorders and Su- 

rſtition. For when once true Religion is hair'd and 
righted out of its Wits, it grows giddy and foams, is 
quarrelſome and clamorous, and calls every thing Chri- 
ftianity, but what really is ſo, Faith upon God, and Uni- 
verſalCharity. Theſe two Eſſential Parts, the Soul and 
Body of Religion, make Men meek and peaceable, good- 
natur'd and obliging, which are fruits of the Spirit, and 
the great Pleaſure and Security of Kingdoms and Con- 
verſation. And whereas Chriſtianity is firſt pure, and 
then peaceable ; Superſticion, which wears its Colours, is 
earthly and vexatious, made up of whimſy and vapour, 
is contentious and fierce , implacable- and revengeful , 


enough to makeghe compaſſionate Prophet uſe this Excla- 


mation, when true Goodneſs was gone out of the World, 
and only Superſtition left, Wo is me. | 

(2.) Wicked Lives in the Profeſſors of the true Reli- 
gion, which will certainly cauſe Miſery and Ruin in a 
Nation, which ſo comes to paſs, not only by Divine De- 
crecs paſſing Sentence upona wicked and profligate People, 
but from the natural tendency of Vice, which is as much 
the dire&t Cauſe of Miſery, as Poyſon is of Death. We 
curiouſly inquire and ask the queſtion, why the Strength 
and Reputation , the Riches and Courage of a Nation 
are gone? And we aſcribe it either to the-hand of Provi- 
dence, determining the Fates and Periods of Kingdoms, 
the 
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the Influences of the Heavens, or ſuch more ſecret Cauſes ; 
or we an{wer as our preſent Fancy, Peeviſhneſs, or Fa- 
Qion do ſuggeſt ; bur forget the nature of Vice and 
Wickedneſs, which do as fatally deſtroy, as the Devil 
and the Stars, the Sword and Enemy, all in ConjunRion. 
Secret Firesand a raging Peſtilence, the Blaſts of Heaven, 
and unexpected Deteats, are many times ſent by the in- 
viſible Hand of Providence, by the juſt Provocation of 
our Follies ; yet as ill Effet as they, are conceiv'd in the 
natural Womb of Vice. The genuine Iſſue of Pride and 
Luft, Ambition and Revenge, Idlenefs and Injuſtice, and 
other Vices, are.{o deform'd and monſtrous, that they 
would create an horror to deſcribe and view them. From 
whence come Wars, but from your. Luſts? St. James 
doth hint to us to ask the queſtion a little further, From 
whence generally come Poverty and Contempt , weak 
Bodies and weaker Heads, Diviſions and Treacheries , 
Cowardiſe and Meanneſs, and other fad effeQts, but from 
the Spawn of Vice, it robbing SubjeQs of that juſt Tem-> 
per and Qualification , which alone make a Kingdom to 
flouriſh. And if we look back upon the Calamities of 
all Ages paſt, the Miſeries and Troubles that now vex 
the preſent, you will find the chief Spring and Original, 
to be prophane and vicious Living. Real Goodneſs and 
Religion being Prudence and true Policy, Strength and 
Courage, . and every thing that gives Lultre and Security 


 toa Nation. And when the Wiſe and Ingenious have 


drawn their Schemes and ProjeQts for advance of Trade 
and Power, the Honour and Intereſt of a Nation, they 
always ſuppos'd Virtue and Religion to be the firſt ſtep ; 
otherwiſe they began at the wrong end. And what can 
we expect from the Juſtice of God, (if we be real Chri- 
ſtians, as we pretend to be) but that if we prophane his 
Temple, he will blaſt our Vineyards. And it hath been 
look'd upon by all wiſe and = Men, as ſure a fign, 
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as a Voice in the Jewiſh Temple, Let us be gone; and 
more certain than a blazing Comet, or a moaſtrous 
Birth, that the ruins of Kingdoms and Families then 
drew on, when Religion by ill living was contemn'd, 
and no real Goodneſs left. And therefore when the Hi- 
ſtorian deſcribes the Cauſes of the DeftruCtion of our An- 
cient Britains, he tells us, They were Proud and Luxuri- 
ous, haters of a plain Truth, and lovers of an handſome 
Lye, and indifferently concern'd for what pleaſed or dif- 
pleaſed God ; and then concludes , Now igitur mirandum 
eſt tales degeneres pairiam ſuam a mittere quam preditto 
modo maculabant. *'Tis no wonder that ſuch degenerate 
Britains, who had nothing of their brave Anceſtors in 
them, but their Name, ſhould loſe that Country which 
they defil'd in fuch a manner,and now ſpued them out. Our 
Prophet therefore ſeeing V ice to thrive, and grow faſhio- 
able; and ſome Sins to be eſteemed good Breeding and 
Education, 'tis no wonder he cries out,. Ho «& me, as tho 
from his Tower he ſaw Armies and the Plague , Wild 
Beaſts and Inundations to invade and deſtroy the Land. 
So diſmal are the fruits of Vice, or want of real Good- 

nels. 6 
(Laſtly,) Atheiſtical Perſuaſions prevail'd, or there was 
no Religion at all. As Vice naturally leads to Atheiſm,and 
Superſtition often concludes in it, 10 Atheiſm is very kind 
to Vice again, and often ends in Superſtition ; ſuch dear 
Relations are theſe three to one-another; and ſuch a cir- 
cle do men make when once they are giddy, and out of 
the way of this ſubſtantial Religion. And what greater 
Calamity can betide Mankind than a contempt of Provi- 
dence, and that folly, to imagine that there is not a Being 
we call a God; but that all things tumble up and down 
1n great uncertainty and darkneſs ; and the thing we wor- 
up is only a Creature of Fear and Cuſtom , Policy or 
Fiction : Government and Friendſhip, Relations and 
Trult, 
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Truſt, and other great things which make Mankind hap- 
py, have loſt their vital Spirits, becauſe Reverence of 
a God, checks of Conſcience, and the hopes and fears of 
Rewards and Punatihmeats in the other World are gone. 
And publick Laws are too ſcanty to recompence the loſs 
of real Goodneſs and Religion; and Fame and Honour 
to keep Men in due Bounds, will prove but airy things, 
when reſpect to God and Virtue is laid alide. The Man 
of Revenge may aflaſſinate his Neighbour , if it can be 
but a work ot darknels, wich ſecurity ; aud may defraud 
and cozen, it by Privacy and Art he can keep his Fame 
and Reputation ; he fears no Puniſhment in the other 
World for all this Villany, and 'tis his fafe Intereſt and 
Pleaſure in this. 'Tis the Imperfection of Humane So- 
cieties in making Laws not to be able to reach many 
private $ins, and ſuch is the $skill of men to baffle the 
plaineſt Laws; if there was not the dread of an higher 
Hand, Laws would loſe their Edge, and Mankind would 
bein a ſtate of War. For tho the force of Religion doth 
not prevail upon every Man, yet it doth upon many ; 
upon moſt in ſome degree, and 1s apt and fit to gain upon 
all. And theretore Men of Contrivance and Policy, it 
themſelves had no real *Perſualion of Religion, yer ever 
thought it neceſſary to infuſe the belief of it into choſe 
they had to manage; ſuppoling that ail other Methods 
to rule the World, were only Formalities and Entreaties. 
And tis plain, what they acted upon the account of State- 
craft, is really ſo. A Land without Religion, is a World 
without a Sun, producing Horror and Contulion, and 
the Prophets Wo. And the belief of a God wichont real 
Goodnels, is to ſay, there 1s no God at all, 

(3.) What particular Reaſons may move us to bewail 

the want of real Goodneſs. 

(1.)The want of-it is the principal Cauſe of our Diſtra- 
Qions about Religion, Men of Wiſdom and Sobriety 
cannot 
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cannot but be pleas'd to have the methods of Salvation 
plain, and the CharaQters eaſy, whereby they may judge, 
whether theyſhall be ſaved or no;but it ſometimes happens 
that good Men live and walk, where different ways are 
chalk'd out, and ſeveral Voices are heard to ſay, Lo here, 
and lo there lies the road to Jeruſalem; their Opinions are 
numerous, their Arguings warm, their Cenſures ſevere, 
every one pretending Heaven and true Rdligion is only 
with them. How muſt che good Man carry himſelf here, 
when his Birth, Privacy, Imployment, and other Cir- 
cumſtances of Lite wil] not permit him to conſider and 
- conclude, who hath the greateſt truth on his fide. The 
only Ground among theſe Quickſands, Waves , and 
Winds, variety of Opinions as ill as they, to anchor on, 
is real Goodneſs. This being the beſt evidence that our 
Faith is true, our Spirit Divine, Decrees irreverſible, the 
great preparative to Heaven, to which all other parts in 
Religion do miniſter, in which moſt Perſuaſions' ( tho 
' ſometimes they miſtake the means to it) do agree, moſt 
{ſuitable to natural Reaſon ; the deſign of Chriit's coming, 
and the ſolemn end of all Religion. If this good Man 
miſtakes, yet 1o long as his Error toucherh a upon the |. 
great Article of Paith, nor Goodneſs, he hath a merci- 
tul High- Prieſt at God's right hand, who will accept his 
Sacrifice, and pardon the blemiſh of it. He is fate and 
ſecure, and is an T/raelite indeed, tho he hath not. the 
PhylaCteries and Fringes of a nicer Rabbi ; tho he can- 
not call over all the Points of the Compaſs, and under- 
ſtand all the Sailer's terms, yet he is in the Channel to 
Sion, not having made Shipwrack of Faith and a good 
Conſcieace, And tho this Church of Exgland , which 
our Martyr ſo. heartily defended with his Pen and his 
Blood, be charg'd by ſome with Hereſy, and others with 
Superſtition and Secular Intereſt, yet being ſure that 
her Faith is Primitive, her Diſcipline, Ceremonies, Col- 


lets, 


Gee a ee 


| the Houſe of Commons, e>c. © 


lets, Homilies, and whole Conſtitution, are model'd for, 
and direCtly lead toa good Converſation, we may fix in 
her, and not' grow giddy by turning round in all Reji- 


'gions. Nothing giving more ſatisfaQtion to the Mind in 
- a divided Age,, that we ſhall not miſcarry in our hopes 


of Heaven, than when our purpoſes in Religion are ho- 
neſt, to make us better Men than the common Lump 
and Maſs of Mankind ; that we are now deſigning only 
to be good, and to have our Converſation as becomes the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. | 

(2 ) Real Goodneſs is the beſt way to unite us among 
our ſelves. Religion upon any other account than the hopes. 
of Heaven above,and realGoodneſs below,is changeable;be- 


'ing only Faſhion, Intereſt, or Humour, which will dwiadle 


into as many Diviſions as there are in the World. Religion 
that aims not at Goodneſs, is nice and clamorous, worldly 
and uncertain, which naturally produce FaQtions and Dif: 
ſentions. Religion or Wiſdom from above is gentle and 
ealy to be entreated, plain and ſubſtantial, which eaſily 
beget Unity and Charity, great: parts of Chriſttanity , 
and as great Bleſſings of Mankiad. Real Goodneſs pur- 
ges our Judgment, removes our Prejudices ; then we ea(i- 
ly diſcern what is Notion, and Opinion, and Specula- 
tion, and what is ſolid and practical Truth ; what is pro- 
bable, and what is plain, what may be parted with for- 
peace-ſake, and what is to be retain'd ; what is Soul and 
and Heaven, and what is Fleſh and Blood. The great 
occaſion of Differences that have vext the Chriitian: 
World, and been its Scandal, hath fprung fron: the Am: 
bitton and Peeviſhneſs,idle Diſputes, Contetts of Power and' 
Gain. For tho moſt in their religious Heats pretend Faith 
and Goodneſs, and entitle other things with thoſe excel- 
lent Navtes, yet they confute themſelves in the Proſecu- 
tion of them, being guilty of Cruelty, Hypocriſy, and 
Falſhood, things direaly contrary tothe Chriſtian Faith. 
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They kill Jeſus, to ſave Chriſt ; diſgrace Religion; in ſo 
maintaining of it, And would Mea be 1n earneſt in this 
pretence , the. great Contentions would draw to an end. 
For let us but leave things controverted and dark to the 
Schools; for Diſcipline, Order, and things of indifferency 
ſibmit to the Wiſdom of our Governors ; and let not 
Factories and Changes mix with our Churches, and call 
Intereſt Chriſtianity, and trip our ſelves of Paſſhon and 
hopes of Vifory ; there would be only left Faith and a 
g00d Life, necelſary to Salvation ; ſuch as Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles taught, the Primitive Chriſtians practiſed, and 
were ſaved by, . plain and manifeſt to all.- And then the 
only Contention would be Honeſt and truly Chriſtian , 
who ſhould be the beſt Men; and ſome mens Zeal would 

therefore cool, the flaming Bigot not always having this 
| good deſign, to receive the Kingdom of God as a little 
Child, in ſimplicity and goodneſs to grow thereby. It 
being eaſy to obſerve, that an Age full of Conteation 
about Religion was not always the beſt; and when the 
Church, as in the firft Three hundred years was. truly 
good, it had moſt Unity within its Pale. Vice direQly 
ſtirring up Wars and Feuds, and Virtue Peace and Love; 
and to reform mens Lives, is the beſt method to bring 
them into truth ; and zf our. Converſation be in Heaven, 
we ſhall be exerciſing and ſinging Peace on Earth, Duty 
to our King, Good will to all mex; the ſhort and ealy Me- 
thod to bring us to the place where the Soul of our Bleſſed 
Martyr dwells, that with him, and the Spirits of Tuſt Men 
made perfect, we may ſing Praiſes and Hallelujahs to the 
Lamb, and him that ſits upon the Throne, bleſſed for ever- 
more. Amen. F 1 N TI.S. 
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